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St. Michael's Church of England, VA, Primary and Nursery School 
 

Schoolhouse Lane 

Blickling Road 

Aylsham 

Norfolk 

NR11 6EX 

Headteacher: Mr John Neenan  

Telephone/Fax: 01263 732260 

Email: head@st-michaelsaylsham.norfolk.sch.uk  

Website: www.stmichaelsaylsham.co.uk  
  

22nd May 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Wider re-opening of school from 1st June 2020 

Thank you for your patience in waiting for details of how our school will be running after 1st June.  

We will wait for final confirmation from the government on the 28th or 29th May that they are 

moving to this next phase of lockdown. 

This planning process has been and continues to be, complex with the needs of different groups 

to consider, including parents, pupils and staff. I am also having to consider the physical limitations 

of our school building, grounds and all of the different guidance that I have been sent. 

I have therefore planned a phased opening of the school, shown below, so that we can get 

pupils and staff back to work as safely as possible and that we can test out procedures in smaller 

groups.  

  1st June – this will be a Preparation & Training day for staff. We need time to ‘zone’ the school 

and ensure the staff are aware and comfortable with all safety procedures as well as the 

support for the emotional wellbeing of our pupils at this time. The school will be open for 

Key Pupils only – please consider if this is essential on this day as we have a lot preparation 

to do. These are children of critical workers, children from vulnerable families and children 

with an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP). These children have already been attending 

the setting. 

 2nd June – We will open for other Key Pupils.  

  3rd June  – Year 1 pupils will start school, provided it is safe to do so. (On this Wednesday only 

we will be open all day.) 

  4th June –  Reception pupils will start school, provided it is safe to do so. 

  8th June – Nursery pupils will start school, provided it is safe to do so. 

I have set out the key information about returning to school below 

Arrangements in School 

Bubble classes  

Children will be taught in a ‘bubble’ class.  These bubbles will consist of children initially from their 

own year groups. We will endeavour to keep bubbles the same throughout the current 

arrangements. The exception will be the Key Worker Children not in Years N, R or 1, these children 

will have their own bubble.   

Dream, Believe, Achieve 

We are a school, rooted and inspired by Christian values, 

which nurtures children to achieve infinitely more than we 

might ask or they may dream; empowering them so they 

can flourish as confident citizens now and in the future. 

 
– Ephesians 3:20 “Now all glory to God, who is able, through his 

mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than 

we might ask or think.” 
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The number of pupils in each bubble will be dependent upon our risk assessment and the level of 

need. This means that children might not be in their normal classroom. We will try to keep bubbles 

at a maximum of 15 but more likely 10 to 12. We will try to ensure the children are with a familiar 

member of staff but we cannot guarantee that this will be their teacher.  

Children and staff will remain in their bubble throughout the day and will not mix with other 

bubble classes. Break times and lunchtimes will be organised so that bubbles do not mix outside. 

The school day 

Break times and lunchtimes will be organised so that pupils can play and learn outside at different 

times. Nursery children will stay in Nursery and use their playground. Reception children will use 

their normal playground, Year 1 children will use a section of the main playground, finally, the Key 

Worker children will use the remainder of the playground and the forest school area. Access to 

the different zones will be rotated and timetabled carefully to give pupils a change of scenery 

and avoid cross over. Use of resources in these areas will be closely monitored and items will be 

cleaned accordingly.  

Lunchtimes 

The kitchen will be offering picnic bags. There will be a choice of two different baguettes daily. 

These will be free for any child in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 (These pupils qualify for Universal 

Infant Free School Meals.) Lunches can also be provided free of charge to Pupil Premium children 

in the other Year groups.  

Alternatively, pupils will be able to bring in a packed lunch. All children will eat in their own 

classrooms. 

Drop off and pick up  

Government guidance is that parents should not enter the school. To facilitate this we will have a 

soft opening and ending to the day. The school will be open from 8.45 am and children can be 

dropped off at their designated drop off point from this time until 9.15. Children can be collected 

from this point at the end of the day between 2.40 and 3.05.  There will be signage and more 

information for you before the start of the half-term.  

Wednesdays 

The school will close at 1:00 pm for pupils, when pupils can be collected from between 12.45 and 

1.15pm.  This is in order to give the school a thorough clean mid-week and to give teachers the 

planning time they are entitled to, without having lots of different staff moving around the 

different classes. 

Children of critical workers, who have no other childcare available, will be able to remain in 

school and have an afternoon of PE and other (to be arranged) activities.  I would ask that 

parents please try and make alternative arrangements for childcare for this time. 

Behaviour Management 

Our behaviour policy is based on meeting the needs of pupils and keeping them safe.  With the 

current situation, some behaviours that would normally be allowed or managed will now be 
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breaking the rules. For example, children will not be allowed to go into certain areas of the school 

and children will need to comply with hygiene requirements.   

When bubble classes are first formed staff will spend time helping pupils to understand the new 

rules and how important they are.  However, I cannot have children scaring or endangering 

others. I also cannot easily give sanctions, such as a missed break time or missed lunchtime when 

rules are broken and we will not be able to use positive handling techniques to manage extreme 

behaviour. 

Any child who does not follow adult instructions to keep themselves or others safe will need to go 

home until I am reassured that their behaviour will be safe.  This will not be negotiable and will be 

fully at the senior leadership team’s discretion. This approach has full Governor support. 

Social Distancing, hygiene & movement around the school 

Government guidance is clear that children in Y1-Y6 need to remain 2 metres apart at all times, 

and attempts should be made to keep younger children apart. Although we need to appreciate 

with Year 1 children this is going to be difficult and with Reception and Nursery children this will be 

practically impossible.  

I think that it is fair to say that I have concerns about how this will operate and children will find this 

very hard, especially when playing. This has been unmanageable so far, especially with the 

number of Reception children we have had. However, I know that staff will do their utmost to 

support pupils understand the need for personal space and not touching each other and staff. 

Please can I ask that you assist in this by teaching your child about personal space and not 

touching other people, before they return to school. 

The Government guidance is that pupils should wash their hands before they enter class, and then 

frequently throughout the day and we will facilitate this within the bubble classes.  

School Uniform 

We ask that children come to school in different clothes each day. They should not wear the same 

clothes two days in a row. We are not encouraging school uniform as we appreciate that some 

children may have grown out of their clothes. However, if you have uniform which fits and that is 

what you would like to send your child in then that is also fine. Children will spend as much time 

outside as possible and then may/will get dirty so please also bear this in mind. Children will need 

to wear closed-toe shoes and not sandals or flip flops. PE activities will also be carried out in these 

clothes.  

COVID -19 symptoms 

We ask that parents monitor their children carefully for any COVID-19 symptoms and keep them 

off school if they show any signs.  If a child shows symptoms in school they will be isolated in a 

small well ventilated room to protect others, with a familiar adult if needed, until they are 

collected by their parents.  

Children will then need to have a test for COVID-19, and will only be allowed back into school 

once we see evidence that the test was negative or a period of 7 days has elapsed. 

If there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 in a class the entire bubble, including staff, will need to 

self-isolate for 14 days.  
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What happens next? 

We have recorded all of your responses to my survey on school places. If you answered No, I am 

not expecting your child in school. If you answered Maybe I have initially reserved your child a 

space to return to school; if you decide you do not want this space, or you wish you change your 

first response, please let us know by 9 am on Friday 29th May.  

When we have a clear picture of numbers, we will put children into their bubble 

classes.  Information on which class your child will be in, where they will be located and who will 

be teaching them, will be sent out before your child begins school. These will not be able to be 

changed. (As I said above these will initially be in Year groups except for the keyworker group) 

I understand that some families are unsure or would rather not take a place at the moment, but 

may want to request a place in the future.  I am happy with this arrangement.  All requests will 

need to be made by 4:00 pm each Wednesday for the following week, so that I can put in more 

bubble classes if necessary, and organise staffing for the following week.   

The only thing to think about is that there may come a point where we don’t have enough 

teaching spaces or staff to take on any more pupils.   With having less than half a class in each of 

our teaching spaces we may run out of provision and have to decline your request until the 

current arrangements change. 

At this point, we may have to organise a rota so that all children who want to attend school can 

do so.  

I will, as ever, keep you up to date and provide you with more information as and when I can. In 

the meantime, I hope that this has answered some of your initial questions about the wider 

opening of school. 

Kind regards, and thank you for your support with this. 

Mr John Neenan 

Headteacher 

 


