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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Once again we find ourselves in a position where the school has been closed to a large 

proportion of children and we need to re-open fully. Inline with this we have reassessed our risk 

assessments and proceedures within the school. The risk assessment will be on our website as well 

as being shared via email once it complete, and has been shared with school governors.  

School will re-open on the 8th of March to all pupils in line with DFE and Government Guidance: 

Schools coronavirus (COVID-19) operational guidance (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

Arrangements in School: 

Bubbles…  

The children will be taught in their normal classes when they return to school. Our classes for March 

will be as follows, there will be further changes to staffing after Easter: 

 

Acorn (Emily): Nursery 

Apple (Mrs Hampson): Reception 

Beech (Mrs Perry): Year One 

Chestnut (Mrs Phillips and Miss Chamberlain): Year Two 

Rowan (Miss Lewis and Mrs Cockerton): Year Three 

Maple (Mr Kenny): Year Four/Five 

 

We will still operate in bubbles across the school as we did in the Autumn term, with two classes in 

the same bubble. The Early Years bubble will consist of Acorns and Apple, the Key Stage One 

bubble will consist of Beech and Chestnut, finally, the Key Stage Two bubble will consist of Rowan 

and Maple.   

Children and staff will remain in their bubble throughout the day and will not mix with other 

bubbles. Break times and lunchtimes will be organised so that bubbles do not mix outside. 

The rationale behind the Key Stage bubble is largely down to the physical structure of the school. 

Each bubble will have its own set of toilets which will be easier to clean. The Ark can be allocated 

for PE lessons to a bubble for the whole day and we won’t need to worry about cross-

contamination. Having two classes in each bubble also allows teachers and practitioners who are 

newer to their roles to benefit from the support of their colleagues. 

 

 

Dream, Believe, Achieve 

We are a school, rooted and inspired by Christian values, 

which nurtures children to achieve infinitely more than we 

might ask or they may dream; empowering them so they 

can flourish as confident citizens now and in the future. 

 
– Ephesians 3:20 “Now all glory to God, who is able, through his 

mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than 

we might ask or think.” 

 

mailto:head@st-michaelsaylsham.norfolk.sch.uk
http://www.stmichaelsaylsham.co.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964351/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
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The school day 

Break times and lunchtimes will be organised so that pupils can play and learn outside at different 

times. Nursery children will stay in nursery and use their outside area. Reception children will use 

their normal playground and outdoor classroom, Key Stage One children will use a section of the 

main playground, and the Key Stage Two children will use the remainder of the playground and 

the forest school area. Access to the different zones will be rotated and timetabled carefully to 

give pupils a change of scenery and avoid cross over. Use of resources in these areas will be 

closely monitored and items will be cleaned accordingly.  

Lunchtimes and Snack Time 

The kitchen will be offering its normal menu for Spring starting with week 1. Please can you order 

lunches for the whole week on a Monday or before, and not one day at a time. This makes it 

much easier for Jenn, in the kitchen, to order the correct food in advance. Meals will be free for 

any child in Reception, Year One and Year Two (these pupils qualify for Universal Infant Free 

School Meals.) Lunches can also be provided free of charge to Pupil Premium children in the 

other Year groups or paid for on the Pupil Asset Portal or app at £2.30 a meal.  

Alternatively, pupils will be able to bring in a healthy packed lunch.  

Children in Years Three, Four and Five can bring in a piece of fruit or veg for their mid-morning 

healthy snack.  

Drop off and pick up  

Government guidance is that parents should not enter the school building. To facilitate this, we will 

have a soft opening and ending to the day. The school will be open from 8.45 am and children 

can be dropped off at their designated drop off point from this time until 9.00. Children can be 

collected at the end of the day between 3.00 and 3.15.  There will be signage and more 

information for you before the start of the term. If you are having any difficulties with these times 

due to dropping children at another setting, please let me know. I will be as flexible as possible.     

Behaviour Management 

Our behaviour policy is based on meeting the needs of pupils and keeping them safe.  With the 

current situation, some behaviours that would normally be allowed or managed will now be 

breaking the rules. For example, children will not be allowed to go into certain areas of the school 

and children will need to comply with hygiene requirements.   

When classes return staff will spend time helping pupils to understand any new rules and how 

important they are. Any child who does not follow adult instructions to keep themselves or others 

safe will be managed following our behaviour policy but, in extreme circumstances, may need to 

go home until I am reassured that their behaviour will be safe.  This will not be negotiable and will 

be fully at the senior leadership team’s discretion. This approach has full governor support. 

Social Distancing, hygiene & movement around the school 

Government guidance recognises that social distancing in school cannot be expected, but good 

hygiene practices and infection control measures must be in place.   
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That being said, staff will do their utmost to support pupils to understand the need for personal 

space, not touching each other and staff. Please can I ask that you assist in this by teaching your 

child about personal space and not touching other people before they return to school. The 

Government guidance is that pupils should wash their hands before they enter class, and then 

frequently throughout the day and we will facilitate this within their classes. 

Staff will be wearing masks and/or visors when working closely with children.    

School Uniform 

We will be returning to school uniform. On days when the children have PE, we will ask you to send 

them to school in their PE kits. This will avoid the issue of changing. More information will come to 

you via your child/children’s teacher about your child’s class timetable.   

COVID -19 symptoms 

We ask that parents monitor their children carefully for any COVID-19 symptoms and keep them 

off school if they show any signs.  If a child shows symptoms in school they will be isolated in a 

small well-ventilated room, with a familiar adult if needed, to protect others, until they are 

collected by their parents.  

Children will then need to have a test for COVID-19, and will only be allowed back into school 

once we see evidence that the test was negative or a period of 10 days has elapsed. 

If there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 in a class the entire bubble, including staff, will need to 

self-isolate for 10 days.  

Attendance 

All children will be expected to attend school from the 8th of March. This is a clear expectation 

from the Government and Norfolk County Council. Attendance will be monitored closely and 

appropriate action will be taken for those children who fail to attend. Expected attendance is 

96% or above. Anyone below 90% is considered to be ‘Persistently Absent’. If your child is ill or 

requires time off for any reason please let us know so we can record this appropriately.  

“School attendance will be mandatory for all pupils from 8 March. The usual rules on school 

attendance apply, including:  

• parents’ duty to secure their child’s regular attendance at school (where the child is a 

registered pupil at school and they are of compulsory school age)  

• the ability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ codes 

of conduct  - DFE February 2021 

Collective Worship 

We will still have our Collective Worship Sessions each day. These will be conducted via webcam 

either using Zoom or Microsoft Teams. The children who have been in school have experienced 

this and it has been working well. We will look at how to share some of our celebration assemblies 

with you as we go through the year.  

Lateral Flow Testing 



 

 

 
 

St. Michael's Church of England, VA, Primary and Nursery School 
 

Primary schools: Staff in primary schools will continue to test with LFDs twice a week at home.   

Primary age pupils will not be tested with LFDs. Public Health England have advised there are 

currently limited public health benefits attached to testing primary pupils with lateral flow devices. 

Primary age pupils may find the LFD testing process unpleasant and are unable to self-swab. We 

will review this approach in the light of any emerging evidence. All primary school pupils are 

expected to return to school on 8 March. 

Support 

Please do not forget that there is always support for you at St Michael’s. I can issue foodbank 

vouchers and seek support from external agencies if you need it. Help is never that far away. 

Email: head@st-michaelsaylsham.norfolk.sch.uk    

 

John Neenan  

Headteacher/SENCDo   
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